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CURRICULUM VITAE 
Constantina N. Tsokana, DVM, MSc, PhD 

Personal details 

Full name: Constantina N. Tsokana 

Nationality: Greek | Place of birth: Kozani | Date of birth: March 9, 1989 

Place of residence: Thessaloniki | Phone: +30 2310 999946 | Email: ctsokana@vet.auth.gr 

ORCID 0000-0003-4180-6310 | Scopus Author ID 56160058000 | SciProfiles 1560691 

Education 

2013–

2018 

PhD, Laboratory of Microbiology and Parasitology, School of Veterinary Medicine, Faculty 

of Health Sciences, University of Thessaly. Thesis: “The role of the European brown hare 

(Lepus europaeus) as a source of emerging and re-emerging pathogens.” Supervisor: 

Professor Charalambos Billinis. Grade: Excellent. 

2012–

2014 

MSc in Applied Public Health and Environmental Hygiene, specialization “Quality and 

Safety of Food & Water & Public Health,” Faculty of Medicine, University of Thessaly. 

Thesis: “Screening for the presence of influenza virus in wild birds in Thessaly.” 

Supervisor: Professor Charalambos Billinis. Grade: Very Good (8.27/10). 

2006–

2012 

Degree in Veterinary Medicine, School of Veterinary Medicine, Faculty of Health Sciences, 

University of Thessaly. Grade: Good (6.47/10). 

Current position 

2024–

present 

Assistant Professor, Laboratory of Parasitology and Parasitic Diseases, School of 

Veterinary Medicine, Faculty of Health Sciences, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki. 

Field: Parasitology and Parasitic Diseases of Animals. 

Professional experience 

2019–

2023 

Technical Director for companion animal products and Deputy Contact Person of the 

Pharmacovigilance System, VIRBAC Hellas S.A., Attica. 

2015–

2018 

Veterinarian at the Hellenic Agricultural Insurance Organization (EL.G.A.), with a focus 

on damage assessment in livestock enterprises for insurance compensation, on fixed-term 

contracts (02/2015–10/2015, 08/2016–03/2017, 12/2017–08/2018). 

Teaching 

2024–

present 

Assistant Professor and instructor for “Parasitology and Parasitic Diseases I”, 

“Parasitology and Parasitic Diseases II”, and “Alternative ways to fight Parasites”, School 

of Veterinary Medicine, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki. 

2021–

2024 

Appointed lecturer/teaching with P.D. 407/80 in the courses "Parasitology and Parasitic 

Diseases I" (Department of Veterinary Medicine, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki) and 

"Molecular Microbiology and Parasitology" (Department of Veterinary Medicine, 

University of Thessaly). 

2018–

2021 

Academic of the courses "One Health" and "Communication and Public and One Health" 

at the Department of Public and One Health, University of Thessaly, "Biology," "General 

Microbiology," "Dairy Microbiology," "Technology and Quality Control in Dairy and 

Dairy Products," "Technology and Quality Control of Meat and Meat Products," and 
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"Technology and Quality Control of Fishery Products" in the Department of Food 

Technology, University of Thessaly (formerly T.E.I. of Thessaly).  

Research projects 

Principal investigator 

2025–

2026 

Principal Investigator: “Analysis of real-world data from companion animals: the 

contribution of parasitic diseases to chronic diseases in dogs and cats”, Aristotle University 

of Thessaloniki. Funding: Asclepius One Health. 

2024–

2025 

Principal Investigator: “Support for new faculty members”, Aristotle University of 

Thessaloniki. Funding: AUTH Research Committee. 

Research project participation 

2025 Researcher in the project “Species and seasonality of ticks infecting dogs and cats in Greece 

and potential risks to Public Health”. 

2022–

2025 

Project Manager in the project “Application of infrared thermography technologies for rapid 

diagnosis of subclinical mastitis: improvement of welfare and production indicators in 

sheep and goat farms”, University of Thessaly. 

2018 Member of the project team of the organization Callisto in LIFE AmyBear "Improving the 

conditions for human-bear coexistence in the Municipality of Amyntaio" (LIFE15 

NAT/GR/001108). 

2016–

2017 

Researcher in the project “Monitoring circulation levels of infectious agents and 

investigating environmental–hydrological parameters in insect-vector breeding sites”, 

University of Thessaly. 

2012–

2015 

Researcher in the THALES project “Interdisciplinary investigation and identification of 

rotaviruses, Bartonella henselae, and Leishmania from children and animal carriers using 

innovative methods. Importance for Public Health” (RBLHEALTH), University of 

Thessaly. 

Selected peer-reviewed journal publications 

1. Katsogiannou, E.G., Tsokana, C.N., Vourvidis, D., Athanasiou, L.V. (2026). Effect of storage 

time and lighting conditions on the stability of anti-Leishmania infantum antibody titers in 

canine serum. Comparative Clinical Pathology, 35, Article 95. https://doi.org/10.1007/s00580-

026-03831-w 

2. Athanasiou, L.V., Katsogiannou, E.G., Tsokana, C.N., Gougoulis, D., Papadakis, S.M., 

Papatsiros, V.G. (2026). Evidence of in Utero Anti-Neospora caninum Antibody Production in 

Paired Sow and Umbilical Cord Blood Samples. Microorganisms, 14(2), 477. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/microorganisms14020477 

3. Gouvias, I., Tsokana, C.N., Moutos, A., Benavides-Silván, J., Silva, M., Bouzalas, I., 

Davidopoulou, E., Kalaitzakis, E., Malissiova, E., Guatteo, R., Valiakos, G. (2025). First 

confirmed case of ovine neosporosis associated with fetal death in Greece. Veterinary 

Parasitology: Regional Studies and Reports, 59, 101237. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.vprsr.2025.101237 

4. Morelli, S., Di Cesare, A., Traversa, D., Astuti, C., Iallone, I., Tsokana, C.N., Damiani, D., 

Beall, M., Buch, J., do Amaral Grossi, D., et al. (2025). Occurrence of Cystoisospora spp. and 

other intestinal parasites in dogs and cats with diarrhea. Veterinary Parasitology. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.vetpar.2025.110546 

5. Tsokana, C.N., Valiakos, G., Mwacalimba, K., Riley, D., Enstone, A., Wyn, R., Metcalf, T., 

Melchior, E., Pavlidou, E., Wright, A. (2025). A Discrete Choice Experiment to Assess Cat 

Owners’ Preferences for Topical Antiparasitics and the Comparative Ease of Use of a Combined 
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Selamectin and Sarolaner Formulation: An International Survey. Animals, 15(13), 1985. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/ani15131985 

6. Morelli, S., Traversa, D., Di Cesare, A., Colombo, M., Grillini, M., Paoletti, B., Mondazzi, A., 

Frangipane di Regalbono, A., Iorio, R., Astuti, C., Tsokana, C.N., Diakou, A. (2024). 

Geographical isolation and hyperendemicity of Hepatozoon felis: Epidemiological scenario in 

Skopelos, Greece, and phylogenetic analysis. Current Research in Parasitology & Vector-Borne 

Diseases, 6, 100202. 

7. Sioutas, G., Gelasakis, A.I., Symeonidou, I., Tsokana, C.N., Alevizos, P., Bitchava, D., 

Papadopoulos, E. (2024). Seroprevalence of IgG and IgM Antibodies against Toxoplasma 

gondii in Dogs in Greece. Veterinary Sciences, 11, 339. https://doi.org/10.3390/vetsci11080339 

8. Tsokana, C.N., Sioutas, G., Symeonidou, I., Papadopoulos, E. (2024). Wildlife and parasitic 

infections: A One Health perspective in Greece. Current Research in Parasitology & Vector-

Borne Diseases, 4, 100184. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.crpvbd.2024.100184 

9. Tsokana, C.N., Symeonidou, I., Sioutas, G., Gelasakis, A.I., Papadopoulos, E. (2023). Current 

Applications of Digital PCR in Veterinary Parasitology: An Overview. Parasitologia, 3(3), 269–

283. https://doi.org/10.3390/parasitologia3030028 

10. Athanasiou, L.V., Katsogiannou, E.G., Tyrnenopoulou, P., Gougoulis, D., Apostolidis, K.N., 

Papadakis, S.M., Kokkinaki, K.C.G., Papatsiros, V.G., Tsokana, C.N. (2023). Evidence of 

Horse Exposure to Anaplasma phagocytophilum, Borrelia burgdorferi, and Leishmania 

infantum in Greece through the Detection of IgG Antibodies in Serum and in an Alternative 

Diagnostic Sample—The Saliva. Biomolecules, 13, 1374. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/biom13091374 

11. Athanasiou, L.V., Tsokana, C.N., Doukas, D., Kantere, M.C., Katsoulos, P.D., 

Papakonstantinou, G.I., Katsogiannou, E.G., Dedousi, A. (2023). Hepatic Coccidiosis in Wild 

Rabbits in Greece: Parasite Detection on Liver Imprints and the Associated Biochemical Profile. 

Veterinary Sciences, 10, 248. https://doi.org/10.3390/vetsci10040248 

12. Symeonidou, I., Sioutas, G., Gelasakis, A.I., Tsokana, C.N., Papadopoulos, E. (2023). 

Leishmaniosis in Greece: The Veterinary Perspective. Pathogens, 12, 769. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/pathogens12060769 

13. Athanasiou, L.V., Tsokana, C.N., Gougoulis, D.A., Tzivara, A.H., Dedousi, A., Katsoulos, P.D. 

(2023). Natural Co-Exposure to Borrelia burgdorferi s.l. and Anaplasma phagocytophilum: 

Unraveling the Hematological Profile in Sheep. Life, 13, 469. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/life13020469 

14. Tsokana, C.N., Kapna, I., Valiakos, G. (2022). Current Data on Rickettsia felis Occurrence in 

Vectors, Human and Animal Hosts in Europe: A Scoping Review. Microorganisms, 10, 2491. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/microorganisms10122491 

15. Athanasiou, L.V., Katsogiannou, E.G., Tsokana, C.N., Dedousi, A., Boutsini, S., 

Papakonstantinou, G., Papatsiros, V.G. (2022). Detection of Antibodies Against Toxoplasma 

gondii in Filter Paper-Dried Blood Dot Spots Compared with Serum in Pigs and Assessment of 

Variation Associated with Packed Cell Volume. Foodborne Pathogens and Disease, 19(8), 551–

557. https://doi.org/10.1089/fpd.2021.0115 

16. Athanasiou, L.V., Tsokana, C.N., Katsogiannou, E.G., Boutsini, S.G., Katsoulos, P.D. (2022). 

Evaluation of an Indirect Immunofluorescence Assay for the Detection of Anaplasma 

phagocytophilum Antigen in Ovine Buffy Coat Smears. Microorganisms, 10, 276. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/microorganisms10020276 

17. Athanasiou, L.V., Katsogiannou, E.G., Tsokana, C.N., Boutsini, S.G., Bisia, M.G., Papatsiros, 

V.G. (2021). Wild Rabbit Exposure to Leishmania infantum, Toxoplasma gondii, Anaplasma 

phagocytophilum and Babesia caballi Evidenced by Serum and Aqueous Humor Antibody 

Detection. Microorganisms, 9, 2616. https://doi.org/10.3390/microorganisms9122616 

18. Tsokana, C.N., Sokos, C., Giannakopoulos, A., Birtsas, P., Valiakos, G., Spyrou, V., 

Athanasiou, L.V., Rodi Burriel, A., Billinis, C. (2020). European Brown hare (Lepus europaeus) 
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as a source of emerging and re-emerging pathogens of Public Health importance: A review. 

Veterinary Medicine and Science, 6(3), 550–564. https://doi.org/10.1002/vms3.248 

19. Tsokana, C.N., Sokos, C., Giannakopoulos, A., Birtsas, P., Athanasiou, L.V., Valiakos, G., 

Sofia, M., Chatzopoulos, D.C., Athanasakopoulou, Z., Kantere, M., Spyrou, V., Rodi Burriel, 

A., Billinis, C. (2020). Investigation of the Role of the European Brown Hare in the 

Epidemiology of Bacterial Zoonotic Pathogens: A Serological and Molecular Survey in Greece. 

Vector-Borne and Zoonotic Diseases, 20(4), 252–257. https://doi.org/10.1089/vbz.2019.2506 

20. Valiakos, G., Plavos, K., Vontas, A., Sofia, M., Giannakopoulos, A., Giannoulis, T., Spyrou, 

V., Tsokana, C.N., Chatzopoulos, D., Kantere, M., et al. (2019). Phylogenetic Analysis of Bird-

Virulent West Nile Virus Strain, Greece. Emerging Infectious Diseases, 25(12), 2323–2325. 

https://doi.org/10.3201/eid2512.181225 

21. Tsokana, C.N., Sokos, C., Giannakopoulos, A., Birtsas, P., Athanasiou, L.V., Valiakos, G., 

Sofia, M., Chatzopoulos, D.C., Kantere, M., Spyrou, V., Burriel, A.R., Billinis, C. (2019). 

Serological and molecular investigation of selected parasitic pathogens in European brown hare 

(Lepus europaeus) in Greece: inferring the ecological niche of Toxoplasma gondii and 

Leishmania infantum in hares. Parasitology Research, 118(9), 2715–2721. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s00436-019-06388-6 

22. Giannakopoulos, A., Tsokana, C.N., Papadopoulos, E., Chatzopoulos, D.C., Valiakos, G., 

Touloudi, A., Spyrou, V., Billinis, C. (2017). Molecular investigation and geographical 

distribution of Leishmania spp. infection in stray and owned cats (Felis catus) in Thessaly, 

central Greece. Journal of the Hellenic Veterinary Medical Society, 68(1), 27–34. 

https://doi.org/10.12681/jhvms.15553 

23. Tsokana, C.N., Sokos, C., Giannakopoulos, A., Mamuris, Z., Birtsas, P., Papaspyropoulos, K., 

Valiakos, G., Spyrou, V., Lefkaditis, M., Chatzopoulos, D.C., et al. (2016). First evidence of 

Leishmania infection in European brown hare (Lepus europaeus) in Greece: GIS analysis and 

phylogenetic position within the Leishmania spp. Parasitology Research, 115(1), 313–321. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s00436-015-4749-8 

24. Giannakopoulos, A., Tsokana, C.N., Pervanidou, D., Papadopoulos, E., Papaspyropoulos, K., 

Spyrou, V., Rodi Burriel, A., Vakali, A., Hadjichristodoulou, C., Billinis, C. (2016). 

Environmental parameters as risk factors for human and canine Leishmania infection in 

Thessaly, Central Greece. Parasitology, 143(9), 1179–1186. 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0031182016000378 

25. Giannakopoulos, A., Valiakos, G., Papaspyropoulos, K., Dougas, G., Korou, L.M., Tasioudi, 

K.E., Fthenakis, G.C., Hutchings, M.R., Kaimaras, D., Tsokana, C.N., et al. (2016). Rabies 

outbreak in Greece during 2012–2014: use of Geographical Information System for analysis, 

risk assessment and control. Epidemiology and Infection, 144(14), 3068–3079. 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0950268816001527 

26. Chatzopoulos, D.C., Sarrou, S., Vasileiou, N.G.C., Ioannidi, K.S., Peteinaki, E., Valiakos, G., 

Tsokana, C.N., Papadopoulos, E., Spyrou, V., Mavrogianni, V.S., et al. (2016). Dissemination 

of intestinal pathogens between lambs and puppies in sheep farms. Small Ruminant Research, 

141, 5–10. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.smallrumres.2016.06.006 

27. Touloudi, A., Valiakos, G., Athanasiou, L.V., Birtsas, P., Giannakopoulos, A., 

Papaspyropoulos, K., Kalaitzis, C., Sokos, C., Tsokana, C.N., Spyrou, V., et al. (2015). A 

serosurvey for selected pathogens in Greek European wild boar. Veterinary Record Open, 2(2), 

e000077. https://doi.org/10.1136/vetreco-2014-000077 

Book chapters and other scholarly outputs 

1. Botsoglou, G., Lysitsas, M., Dimitriadis, D., Tsokana, C., Valiakos, G., Tsoumakas, G. (2026). 

TIDS: A Thermal Imaging Dataset for Subclinical Mastitis in Dairy Sheep. In Machine 

Learning and Knowledge Discovery in Databases: Applied Data Science Track. Lecture Notes 

in Computer Science, pp. 408–425. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-032-06118-8_24 

2. Tsikos, D., Chatzipanagiotidou, I., Dimitriadis, D., Tsokana, C.N., Valiakos, G., Athanasiou, 

L.V., Tsoumakas, G. (2026). Enhancing Detection of Leishmania spp. Amastigotes in Canine 
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Lymph Node Smear Images: Evaluating the Effectiveness of Synthetic Data in Augmenting 

Existing Datasets. In Machine Learning and Knowledge Discovery in Databases: Applied Data 

Science Track. Lecture Notes in Computer Science, 16021, 443–458. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-032-06118-8_26 

3. Tsikos, D., Chatzipanagiotidou, I., Dimitriadis, D., Tsokana, C.N., Valiakos, G., Athanasiou, 

L., Tsoumakas, G. (2025). Annotated Data for Detection of Leishmania spp. Amastigotes in 

Canine Lymph Node Smear Images. Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/ZENODO.15700017 

4. Tsokana, C.N., Athanasiou, L.V., Valiakos, G., Spyrou, V., Manolakou, K., Billinis, C. (2014). 

Molecular Diagnosis of Leishmaniasis, Species Identification and Phylogenetic Analysis. In D. 

Claborn (Ed.), Leishmaniasis – Trends in Epidemiology, Diagnosis and Treatment. InTech, pp. 

161–193. https://doi.org/10.5772/57448 

Publications in conference proceedings 

1. Tsikos, D., Chatzipanagiotidou, I., Dimitriadis, D., Tsokana, C.N., Valiakos, G., Athanasiou, L.V., 

Tsoumakas, G. Enhancing Detection of Leishmania spp. Amastigotes in Canine Lymph Node Smear 

Images: Evaluating the Effectiveness of Synthetic Data in Augmenting Existing Datasets. In Machine 

Learning and Knowledge Discovery in Databases. Applied Data Science Track; Lecture Notes in 

Computer Science; Springer Nature Switzerland: Cham, 2026; Vol. 16021, pp. 443–458. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-032-06118-8_26 

2. Tsokana, C.N., Gouvias, I., Stampinas, E.G., Lysitsas, M., Katsogiannou, E.G., Valiakos, G., Valasi, 

I., Athanasiou, L.V. Dynamics of Neospora caninum transmission in a naturally infected sheep flock in 

Greece. Buiatrics 2026, Istanbul, Türkiye. 

3. Tsokana, C.N., Gouvias, I., Stampinas, E.G., Lysitsas, M., Katsogiannou, E.G., Valasi, I., Athanasiou, 

L.V. Association of Neospora caninum seropositivity with reproductive failure in a sheep flock: results 

of an ongoing study. Apicomplexa 2026, Lodi, Italy; Abstract 0967. 

4. Gerakis, G., Dimitriadis, D., Chatzipanagiotidou, I., Tsokana, C.N., Tsoumakas, G. Artificial 

Intelligence-Assisted Detection of Canine and Feline Gastrointestinal Parasitic Elements in Fecal 

Microscopy Images. EAVLD 2026. 

5. Panteras, E., Dimitriadis, D., Tsokana, C.N. Identification of Morphological Characteristics in Feline 

Intestinal Parasite Eggs Using a Factor Variational Autoencoder. EAVLD 2026. 

6. Chatzipanagiotidou, I., Lysitsas, M., Athanasiou, L.V., Tsokana, C.N. Canine leishmaniosis and the 

challenge of drug resistance: where do we stand? 16th Panhellenic Veterinary Conference, 29 October–

2 November 2025, Athens, Greece; abstract book, p. 99. https://vet2025.frei.gr/abstractbook/ 

7. Boutsini, S., Tsokana, C.N., Tampach, S., Bisia, M., Tasioudi, K.E., Papatheodorou, D., 

Markantonatos, G., Stougiou, D., Athanasiou, L.V. The geographical distribution of Leishmania 

infantum seropositive foxes in Greece: a 3-year study. Animal Leishmaniosis International Veterinary 

Event (ALIVE), 18–20 April 2024, Nice, France. 

8. Valiakos, G., Pavlidou, E., Zafeiridis, C., Tsokana, C.N., Del Rio Vilas, V. Antimicrobial practices 

among small animal veterinarians in Greece: a survey. 6th World One Health Congress, 30 October–3 

November 2020, Edinburgh, Scotland. 

9. Chatzopoulos, D.C., Michalakis, D., Tsokana, C.N., Valiakos, G., Vergos, I., Delivasi, G., Kagkalou, 

I., Giannakopoulos, A., Sofia, M., Kantere, M. Clinical aspects and diagnostic investigation of a fatal 

outbreak in wild birds in reservoir of Karla, Thessaly, Greece. 13th Conference of European Wildlife 

Disease Association (EWDA), 27–31 August 2018, Larissa, Thessaly, Greece. 

10. Valiakos, G., Sofia, M., Giannakopoulos, A., Tsokana, C.N., Chatzopoulos, D., Kantere, M., 

Theodorou, A., Spyrou, V., Diamantopoulos, V., Giannoulis, T., Mpellou, S., Plavos, K., Vontas, A., 

Konstantas, S., Gewehr, S., Varela, E., Christopoulos, L., Mpitzis, L., Lagos, C., Panagiotopoulou, E., 
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Birtsas, P., Papaspyropoulos, K., Mamouris, Z., Billinis, C. First report of massive deaths in wild birds 

with neurological signs due to West Nile Virus infection during an epizootic outbreak in Peloponnesus, 

Greece, 2017. 13th Conference of European Wildlife Disease Association (EWDA), 27–31 August 2018, 

Larissa, Thessaly, Greece. 

11. Tsokana, C.N., Sokos, C., Giannakopoulos, A., Birtsas, P., Sofia, M., Valiakos, G., Chatzopoulos, 

D.C., Kantere, M., Spyrou, V., Rodi Burriel, A., Athanasiou, L.V., Billinis, C. Serological and molecular 

investigation of selected bacterial and parasitic pathogens in European brown hare (Lepus europaeus); 

Inferring the Ecological Niche of Toxoplasma gondii and Leishmania infantum in hares. 13th Conference 

of European Wildlife Disease Association (EWDA), 27–31 August 2018, Larissa, Thessaly, Greece. 

12. Nikisianli, D., Makridou, Z., Blakenheim, D., Grigoriadou, E., Giannakopoulos, A., Iliopoulos, Y., 

Lazarou, Y., Patsinakidis, N., Petridou, M., Psaraleksi, M., Tragos, A., Tsaknakis, G., Tsokana, C.N., 

Mertzanis, Y. Brown bears (Ursus arctos, L. 1758) activity patterns and spatial behavior during the 

mating season in Florina & Drama, N. Greece. 9th Congress of the Hellenic Ecological Society, 4–7 

October 2018, Heraklion, Crete, Greece. 

13. Petridou, M., Iliopoulos, Y., Psaraleksi, M., Giannakopoulos, A., Tsokana, C.N., Chatzimichail, E., 

Saravia, V., Lazarou, Y., Tragos, A., Tsaknakis, Y., Mertzanis, Y. Dead dogs can’t guard: poisoned baits 

undermine a human-brown bear conflict resolution tool in Greece. 26th International Conference on Bear 

Research and Management, 16–21 September 2018, Ljubljana, Slovenia. 

14. Valiakos, G., Chatzopoulos, D., Giannakopoulos, A., Birtsas, P., Sokos, C., Touloudi, A., Vasileiou, 

N., Mavrogianni, V., Papaspyropoulos, K., Tsokana, C.N., Spyrou, V., Fthenakis, G.C., Petrovska, L., 

Billinis, C. Detection of Bluetongue Virus in wild cervids in Greece. 12th Conference of the European 

Wildlife Disease Association (EWDA), 27–31 August 2016, Berlin, Germany. 

15. Tsokana, C.N., Giannakopoulos, A., Sokos, C., Pervanidou, D., Petinaki, E., Mamouris, Z., Birtsas, 

P., Papadopoulos, E., Papaspyropoulos, K., Spyrou, V., Vakali, A., Hadjichristodoulou, C., Billinis, C. 

Geographical distribution and analysis of Leishmania infection in European Brown Hares, dogs and 

humans and inference for the phylogenetic position of the Leishmania sequences in Thessaly, central 

Greece. 12th Conference of the European Wildlife Disease Association (EWDA), 27–31 August 2016, 

Berlin, Germany. 

16. Michalakis, D., Chatzopoulos, D., Tsokana, K., Valiakos, G., Vergos, I., Delivasis, G., Kagkalou, I., 

Billinis, C. Recording, management measures and investigation of causes of wild bird mortality incidents 

at the Karkla reservoir. 8th Hellenic Ecology Conference, October 20-23, 2016, Thessaloniki, Greece. 

17. Giannakopoulos, A., Tsokana, K.N., Papaspyrpoulos, K., Sokos, C., Birtsas, P., Valiakos, G., Spyrou, 

B., Lefkaditis, M., Manolakou, A., Chatzopoulos, D.X., Kantele, M., Touloudi, A., Rodi Bouriel, A., 

Chatzichristodoulou, C., Billinis, C. Geographical distribution and analysis of human cases of 

leishmaniasis and the infection by Leishmania spp. of brown European hares and dogs in the Thessaly 

region. 53rd Hellenic Pediatric Conference, May 29-31, 2015, Thessaloniki, Greece. 

http://www.epostersonline.com/paed2015/node/919 

18. Tsokana, K.N., Sokos, C., Petinaki, E., Mamouris, Z., Giannakopoulos, A., Birtsas, P., 

Papaspyrpoulos, K., Valiakos, G., Spyrou, B., Chatzopoulos, D.X., Manolakou, A., Lefkaditis, M., 

Kantele, M., Touloudi, A., Rodi Bouriel, A., Chatzichristodoulou, C., Billinis, C. Genetic analysis of 

Leishmania spp. strains detected in humans and animals in Thessaly. 53rd Hellenic Pediatric Conference, 

May 29-31, 2015, Thessaloniki, Greece. http://www.epostersonline.com/paed2015/node/1006 

19. Fasoulis, A., Birtsas, P., Sokos, C., Giannakopoulos, A., Papaspyrpoulos, K., Touloudi, A., Tsokana, 

K.N., Iakovakis, C., Valiakos, G., Spyrou, B., Billinis, C. Use of daily resting sites by European hares 

(Lepus europaeus) and relationship with livestock units. 13th Hellenic Veterinary Conference, May 8-

10, 2015, Athens, Greece. 



Curriculum Vitae                                      Constantina N. Tsokana 

 7 

20. Tsokana, K.N., Sokos, C., Giannakopoulos, A., Birtsas, P., Papaspyrpoulos, K., Valiakos, G., Spyrou, 

B., Lefkaditis, M., Chatzopoulos, D.X., Manolakou, A., Touloudi, A., Rodi Bouriel, A., 

Chatzichristodoulou, C., Billinis, C. Investigation of the presence of Leishmania spp. infection in hares 

in Greece: Initial results. 13th Hellenic Veterinary Conference, May 8-10, 2015, Athens, Greece. 

21. Tsokana, K.N., Birtsas, P., Zachariadou, T., Giannakopoulos, A., Vlatsiotis, I., Valiakos, G., Spyrou, 

B., Gagannis, K., Koutoulis, K., Fokas, N., Sokos, C., Papaspyrpoulos, K., Chatzopoulos, D.X., 

Manolakou, A., Chatzichristodoulou, C., Billinis, C. Monitoring the presence of the Avian Influenza 

Virus in wild birds in Greece: Results of ongoing research. 13th Hellenic Veterinary Conference, May 

8-10, 2015, Athens, Greece. 

22. Tsokana, K.N., Iakovakis, C., Touloudi, A., Bossers, A., Mamouris, Z., Gavier-Widén, D., Hammer, 

A.S., Sokos, C., Valiakos, G., Spyrou, B., Hutchings, M., Giannakopoulos, A., Artois, M., Birtsas, P., 

Athanasiou, L.B., Papaspyrpoulos, K., Yon, L., Bourne, D., Hannant, D., Petrovska, L., Billinis, C. 

Genetic analysis and molecular epidemiology of the European Brown Hare Syndrome Virus strains in 

Europe from 1982 to 2014. 13th Hellenic Veterinary Conference, May 8-10, 2015, Athens, Greece. 

23. Sokos, C., Touloudi, A., Giannakopoulos, A., Papaspyrpoulos, K., Iakovakis, C., Valiakos, G., 

Tsokana, K.N., Manolakou, A., Chatzopoulos, D.X., Spyrou, B., Birtsas, P., Billinis, C. Spatial 

distribution of the European Brown Hare Syndrome Virus in hares (Lepus europaeus) in Mediterranean 

ecosystems and management implications. 13th Hellenic Veterinary Conference, May 8-10, 2015, 

Athens, Greece. 

24. Sokos, C.K., Birtsas, P.K., Papaspyrpoulos, K.G., Giannakopoulos, A., Kyriakidis, S., Marinos, A., 

Baloutas, D., Chatzimichou, B., Mastorakis, D., Poutskalidis, A., Tsokana, K.N., Valiakos, G., Spyrou, 

B., Billinis, C. Environmental and technical factors for the capture of red foxes during active surveillance 

of rabies in Greece. 13th Hellenic Veterinary Conference, May 8-10, 2015, Athens, Greece. 

25. Valiakos, G., Touloudi, A., Bagnall, M., Sokos, Ch., Birtsas, P., Giannakopoulos, A., Spyrou, B., 

Tsokana, C.N., Chatzopoulos, D.X., Papaspyropoulos, K., Petrovska, L., Billinis, Ch. Use of molecular 

microarrays technology to investigate the presence of genetic material from pathogenic microorganisms 

in samples from hares (Lepus europaeus). 13th Panhellenic Veterinary Conference, May 8–10, 2015, 

Athens, Greece. 

26. Valiakos, G., Giannakopoulos, A., Papaspyropoulos, K., Dougas, G., Korou, L.M., Tasioudi, K., 

Hutchings, M.R., Yon, L., Fthenakis, G.Ch., Iliadou, P., Tsokana, C.N., Spyrou, B., Kaimaras, D., Tzani, 

M., Tsaroucha, P., Birtsas, P., Kostoglou, P., Sokos, Ch., Dountounakis, S., Athanasiou, L.V., Hannant, 

D., Artois, M., Tsiodras, S., Chatzichristodoulou, Ch., Billinis, Ch. Geographic distribution and analysis 

of the re-emergence of rabies in Greece. 13th Panhellenic Veterinary Conference, May 8–10, 2015, 

Athens, Greece. 

27. Valiakos, G., Papaspyropoulos, K., Giannakopoulos, A., Birtsas, P., Tsiodras, S., Hutchings, M.R., 

Spyrou, B., Pervanidou, D., Athanasiou, L.V., Papadopoulos, N., Tsokana, C.N., Sokos, Ch., Mpaka, A., 

Manolakou, K., Chatzopoulos, D.X., Artois, M., Yon, L., Hannant, D., Petrovska, L., 

Chatzichristodoulou, Ch., Billinis, Ch. Serological monitoring of wild birds for West Nile Virus in 

Greece from 2009 to 2014. 13th Panhellenic Veterinary Conference, May 8–10, 2015, Athens, Greece. 

28. Spyrou, B., Touloudi, A., Giannakopoulos, A., Birtsas, P., Mamouris, Z., Mavrogianni, V.S., 

Valiakos, G., Sokos, Ch., Papaspyropoulos, K., Tsokana, C.N., Chatzopoulos, D.X., Manolakou, A., 

Fthenakis, G.Ch., Billinis, Ch. Hepatitis E: presence of the virus in wild species in Greece and 

phylogenetic analysis of the first strains. 13th Panhellenic Veterinary Conference, May 8–10, 2015, 

Athens, Greece. 

29. Valiakos, G., Chatzopoulos, D.X., Giannakopoulos, A., Birtsas, P., Sokos, Ch., Vasileiou, N.G.Ch., 

Mavrogianni, V.S., Papaspyropoulos, K., Tsokana, C.N., Spyrou, B., Fthenakis, G.Ch., Billinis, Ch. 
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Bluetongue fever in cervids in Greece: preliminary results. 13th Panhellenic Veterinary Conference, May 

8–10, 2015, Athens, Greece. 

30. Chatzopoulos, D.X., Valiakos, G., Giannakopoulos, A., Birtsas, P., Sokos, Ch., Vasileiou, N.G.Ch., 

Papaspyropoulos, K., Tsokana, C.N., Spyrou, B., Fthenakis, G.Ch., Billinis, Ch. Bluetongue fever in 

wild ruminants in Europe. 13th Panhellenic Veterinary Conference, May 8–10, 2015, Athens, Greece. 

31. Chatzopoulos, D.X., Grivea, I., Valiakos, G., Mamouris, Z., Tsokana, C.N., Spyrou, B., Michoula, 

A.N., Mavrogianni, V., Papalexiou, I., Manolakou, A., Giannakopoulos, A., Sirogiannopoulos, G., 

Fthenakis, G.Ch., Billinis, Ch. Molecular characterization and phylogenetic analysis of Rotavirus strains 

from humans or animals in Thessaly area. 13th Panhellenic Veterinary Conference, May 8–10, 2015, 

Athens, Greece. 

32. Chatzopoulos, D.X., Vasileiou, N.G.Ch., Ioannidis, K.S., Mavrogianni, V.S., Tsokana, C.N., 

Valiakos, G., Spyrou, B., Giannakopoulos, A., Billinis, Ch., Fthenakis, G.Ch. Investigation of the role 

of young shepherd dogs in the transmission of enteropathogenic agents to young ruminants. 13th 

Panhellenic Veterinary Conference, May 8–10, 2015, Athens, Greece. 

33. Valiakos, G., Chatzopoulos, D., Giannakopoulos, A., Birtsas, P., Sokos, C., Vasileiou, N., 

Mavrogianni, V., Papaspyropoulos, K., Tsokana, C., Spyrou, V., Fthenakis, G., Billinis, C. Surveillance 

for Blue Tongue Virus Detection in Wild Cervid Samples in Greece during the Current Outbreak: Results 

of an Ongoing Study. 32nd World Veterinary Congress, 13–17 September 2015, Istanbul, Turkey. 

34. Chatzopoulos, D., Grivea, I., Valiakos, G., Tsokana, C., Spyrou, V., Michoula, A., Papalexiou, I., 

Mavrogianni, V.S., Giannakopoulos, A., Syrogiannopoulos, G., Fthenakis, G.C., Billinis, C. 

Comparative Sequence Analysis and Zoonotic Potential of Group A Rotavirus Strains Isolated from 

Animals or Children in Thessaly, Greece. 32nd World Veterinary Congress, 13–17 September 2015, 

Istanbul, Turkey. 

35. Valiakos, G., Vontas, A., Grivea, I., Petinaki, E., Chatzopoulos, D., Tsokana, C., Kantere, M., 

Giannakopoulos, A., Spyrou, V., Syrogiannopoulos, G., Fthenakis, G., Billinis, C. Surveillance for 

Rotavirus Infections in Children and Dogs in Thessaly, Central Greece: Results of an Ongoing Study. 

32nd World Veterinary Congress, 13–17 September 2015, Istanbul, Turkey. 

36. Billinis, C., Tsokana, C., Sokos, C., Petinaki, E., Mamuris, Z., Giannakopoulos, A., Birtsas, P., 

Valiakos, G., Spyrou, V., Chatzopoulos, D., Rodi Burriel, A., Hadjichristodoulou, C. Geographical 

Distribution of cases of Leishmaniosis in humans and Leishmania infections of dogs and European 

Brown Hares in Thessaly, Central Greece, and phylogenetic analysis of isolated strains of the protozoon. 

32nd World Veterinary Congress, 13–17 September 2015, Istanbul, Turkey. 

37. Valiakos, G., Papaspyropoulos, K., Giannakopoulos, A., Birtsas, P., Tsiodras, S., Hutchings, M., 

Spyrou, V., Pervanidou, D., Athanasiou, L., Papadopoulos, N., Tsokana, C., Baka, A., Manolakou, K., 

Chatzopoulos, D., Artois, M., Yon, L., Hannant, D., Petrovska, L., Hadjichristodoulou, C., Billinis, C. 

Monitoring West Nile virus spread and predicting future outbreaks using GIS and wild bird surveillance 

in Greece. EWDA 2014 – 11th European Wildlife Disease Association Conference, 25–29 August 2014, 

Edinburgh, Scotland. 

38. Valiakos, G., Papaspyropoulos, K., Giannakopoulos, A., Birtsas, P., Athanasiou, L., Tsiodras, S., 

Hutchings, M., Spyrou, V., Pervanidou, D., Papadopoulos, N., Tsokana, C., Baka, A., Manolakou, K., 

Chatzopoulos, D., Touloudi, A., Artois, M., Yon, L., Hannant, D., Petrovska, L., Hadjichristodoulou, C., 

Billinis, C. Wild avian surveillance for West Nile virus during a disease outbreak in Greece, 2009–2014. 

EWDA 2014 – 11th European Wildlife Disease Association Conference, 25–29 August 2014, Edinburgh, 

Scotland. 

39. Iacovakis, C., Touloudi, A., Bossers, A., Valiakos, G., Mamuris, Z., Gavier-Widén, D., Hammer, 

A.S., Spyrou, V., Tsokana, C.N., Hutchings, M., Giannakopoulos, A., Artois, M., Athanasiou, L.V., 
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Birtsas, P., Sokos, C., Yon, L., Bourne, D., Hannant, D., Petrovska, L., Billinis, C. Phylogenetic analysis 

of European brown hare syndrome across Europe from 1982 to 2014. EWDA 2014 – 11th European 

Wildlife Disease Association Conference, 25–29 August 2014, Edinburgh, Scotland. 

40. Tsokana, C.N., Sokos, C., Giannakopoulos, A., Papaspyropoulos, K., Birtsas, P., Chatzopoulos, P., 

Spyrou, V., Athanasiou, L.V., Rodi Burriel, A., Billinis, C. Leishmania infantum in European brown 

hares and dogs, Greece, 2007–2013: results of an ongoing study. EWDA 2014 – 11th European Wildlife 

Disease Association Conference, 25–29 August 2014, Edinburgh, Scotland. 

41. Tsokana, C.N., Giannakopoulos, A., Pezaros, P., Kromydas, A., Samoladas, I., Svanias, M., 

Skoutzou, E., Zarra, Z., Diamantis, I., Lemas, A., Balomenos, D., Ntavaras, G., Pasxalidis, I., Thomas, 

G., Kaltsas, G., Kontos, V.I., Spyrou, V., Athanasiou, L.V., Rodi Burriel, A., Billinis, C. Feline vector 

borne diseases of zoonotic concern in domestic and stray cats in Greece. Joint Conference: German 

Symposium on Zoonoses Research 2014 and 7th International Conference on Emerging Zoonoses, 16–

17 October 2014, Berlin, Germany. 

42. Tsokana, C.N., Sokos, C., Giannakopoulos, A., Birtsas, P., Papaspyropoulos, K., Valiakos, G., 

Spyrou, V., Chatzopoulos, D.C., Kantere, M., Touloudi, A., Athanasiou, L.V., Rodi Burriel, A., 

Hadjichristodoulou, C., Billinis, C. The role of hares in the epidemiology of Leishmania infantum in 

Greece. Joint Conference: German Symposium on Zoonoses Research 2014 and 7th International 

Conference on Emerging Zoonoses, 16–17 October 2014, Berlin, Germany. 

43. Athanasiou, L., Tsokana, C.N., Valiakos, G., Giannakopoulos, A., Pagoni, A., Kontou, I., 

Chatzopoulos, D., Kantere, M., Spyrou, V., Papaevangelou, V., Garoufi, A., Kontos, V., Billinis, C. An 

update of Leishmaniasis in Greece. 2nd GRF One Health Summit, 17–20 November 2013, Davos, 

Switzerland. 

44. Kontou, I., Athanasiou, L., Chatzis, M., Valiakos, G., Chatzopoulos, D., Kantere, M., Tsokana, C.N., 

Garoufi, A., Papaevangelou, V., Kontos, V., Billinis, C., Spyrou, V. Feline Bartonellosis and its Zoonotic 

Potential. 2nd GRF One Health Summit, 17–20 November 2013, Davos, Switzerland. 

45. Touloudi, A., Chatzopoulos, D., Athanasiou, L.V., Kateris, M., Valiakos, G., Tsokana, C.N., 

Giannakopoulos, A., Spyrou, B., Billinis, Ch. Modern Diagnostic Techniques for molecular typing of 

Bartonella henselae. 4th Panhellenic Congress of the Public Health and Social Medicine Forum, 

November 22–24, 2013, Athens, Greece. 

46. Touloudi, A., Birtsas, P., Spyrou, V., Giannakopoulos, A., Valiakos, G., Iakovakis, C., Sokos, C., 

Katsafadou, A., Tsokana, K., Billinis, C. Prevalence of selected viral and bacteriological disease agents 

in wild boars from Greece. 8th International Symposium on Wild Boar and Other Suids, 1–4 September 

2010, York, UK. 

 

Invited conference presentations 

1. Tsokana, C.N. From Field to Lab: Challenges and Advances in Wildlife Parasitology Diagnostics. 

EAVLD 2026. 

Tsokana, C.N. Resistance to antiparasitic drugs: Contemporary therapeutic dilemmas from production 

animals to companion animals. Conference of the Hellenic Veterinary Society (EKE), 2026. 

3. Tsokana, C.N. Serological or molecular tests? Choosing the right diagnostic approach for each case. 

16th Panhellenic Veterinary Conference, 29 October–2 November 2025, Athens, Greece. 

4. Tsokana, C.N. Animal Leishmaniosis in common and unusual patients: current knowledge, diagnostic 

tools, and challenges. International Society for Animal Clinical Pathology Conference, 14–18 May 2024, 

Heraklion, Crete, Greece. 
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5. Tsokana, C.N. Leishmaniasis in animals and their role in the epidemiology of the disease. 1st 

Panhellenic Meeting for the Study and Prevention of Vector-Borne Diseases, December 2016, Sparta, 

Greece. 

Invited lectures in postgraduate programmes 

2026 Invited lecturer in the Master's Program in Infectious Diseases - International Medicine: 

From Laboratory to Clinical Practice, Democritus University of Thrace (DUTH) in 

collaboration with the Department of Medicine and the Department of Molecular Biology 

and Genetics: "Case studies of zoonotic diseases in the light of One Health." 

2025 Guest lecturer in the MSc “Molecular Medical Biopathology”, Faculty of Medicine, 

National and Kapodistrian University of Athens: “The golden standards in the diagnosis of 

parasitic diseases: advantages and disadvantages of methods depending on the parasite – 

Molecular techniques”. 

2016–

2018 

Guest lecturer in the MSc “Applied Public Health and Environmental Hygiene”, University 

of Thessaly: “Vector-Borne Diseases, Integrated Vector Control Programs”. 

Fellowships, languages and skills 

Fellowships:  

• State Scholarships Foundation (IKY), 2012–2014, for postgraduate studies in Veterinary 

Science 

• Panagiotis Triantafyllidis Endowment, 2010–2011, for academic excellence in undergraduate 

Veterinary Medicine studies. 

 

Languages: 

• English, Proficiency (University of Michigan, 2004) 

• French, Diplôme d’Études en Langue Française, 2e Degré (DELF 2, 2004). 

 

Digital skills 

• Excellent use of Windows environment (ECDL Core) 

• ArcGIS I (2012) 

 

Continuing education: 

• Medicine through the Microscope (EKPA); 

• Writing in the Sciences (Stanford University/Coursera, 2022)·  

• MCF30 – A Structured Approach to Developing Medical Writing Deliverables (54th EMWA 

Conference, 2022). 

Peer-review activity 

Reviewer for international scientific journals, including Parasites & Vectors, Microbial Pathogenesis, 

Veterinary Medicine and Science, Research in Veterinary Science, Veterinary Research 

Communications, Foodborne Pathogens and Disease, Microorganisms, Pathogens, Animals, Veterinary 

Sciences, The European Zoological Journal, and the Journal of the Hellenic Veterinary Medical Society. 

 




